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twice in the head with a shotgun at
close range and both men died in-
stantly.

An examination of the crime scene
revealed that Agents Williams and
Coler were only able to fire five shots
in defense. Peltier and his men by con-
trast left more than 125 bullet holes in
the agent’s vehicles.

After these vicious murders, Peltier
fled the reservation and was put on the
FBI’s Ten Most Wanted List. Five
months later, he was spotted hiding in
an RV by a state trooper in Oregon.
Peltier fired at the officer and fled
once again. Investigators found
Peltier’s fingerprints on a bag under-
neath the RV’s front seat. Inside the
bag was Agent Coler’s revolver, stolen
from him in the bloodbath 5 months
earlier.

Peltier escaped into Canada, where
he was ultimately arrested by the
Royal Canadian Mounted Police. Con-
firming beyond a doubt his cold-blood-
ed mentality, he said that if he had
known that the officers were about to
arrest him, he would have ‘‘blown them
out of their shoes.’’

Mr. Speaker, those are not the words
of a candidate for clemency. Leonard
Peltier’s heinous crimes are not the ac-
tions of a candidate for clemency. Yet
Peltier’s supporters are confident that
the President will pardon this mur-
derer, pointing to his pardon of the
FALN terrorists earlier this year.

These supporters would have us be-
lieve that Peltier is being held un-
justly, that he was framed because he
is Native American. They have politi-
cized the case, bringing in liberal Hol-
lywood actors who glorify Peltier and
refer to the slain agents, Williams and
Coler, as ‘‘faceless soldiers’’ sent by the
government. They have elevated this
thug, calling him a leader of his people,
further dishonoring the law enforce-
ment officers he killed and dishonoring
Native American heritage as well.

Our legal system has ruled again and
again that Leonard Peltier is a killer.
The Supreme Court refused to review
his case, and a parole board ruled in
1993 that Peltier be denied parole for
the next 15 years. FBI Director Louis
Freeh is on record saying that ‘‘[t]here
should be no commutation of his two
life terms in prison.’’

In a recent letter to his supporters,
Peltier makes reference to the ‘‘many
years’’ of his life that have been ‘‘sto-
len.’’ To this day, he remains oblivious
to the fact that he stole many years of
life from the two agents he killed. Jack
Coler was 28, Ron Williams was 27 and
a father of a 4-year-old son. They were
at the beginning of what promised to
be long and successful careers in law
enforcement. They were cut down at
the prime of their lives by a coward
who has shown no remorse.

Mr. Speaker, as my colleagues know,
I was also a FBI special agent and I am
appalled that Leonard Peltier has cho-
sen to exploit Native Americans for his
own selfish purposes. This is not about
ethnicity, it is about murder. It is

about respect for the law and law en-
forcement officers.

I call on the President to see through
the myth that has built up around
Leonard Peltier and recognize that
Peltier is trying to manipulate emo-
tions and use political issues to gain an
undeserved release. The President owes
at least that much to the families of
these slaughtered heroes.
f

ADVANCING THE INTERESTS OF
AMERICAN FAMILY FARMERS IN
WTO TRADE NEGOTIATIONS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from North Dakota (Mr. POM-
EROY) is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. POMEROY. Mr. Speaker, I rise
this evening as cochair of the WTO
Trade Caucus for Farmers and Ranch-
ers to discuss the importance of the up-
coming ministerial talks in Seattle
and the next round of multilateral
trade negotiations.

Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to be
joined by my cochair, the gentleman
from Idaho (Mr. SIMPSON) who pre-
sented earlier on this very topic. We
also have across our membership in the
task force a bipartisan, bicameral
group of more than 50 members who
are committed to advancing the inter-
ests of family farmers in trade negotia-
tions.

The agriculture economy is in dire
straits. American farmers are reeling
from the twin evils of production loss
caused by natural disasters and price
collapse caused by depressed export
sales and strong global production.
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The crisis in agriculture demands a
multifaceted response from Congress,
ranging from emergency assistance,
crop insurance reform, safety net re-
form, and expanding international
trade. It is this last issue of expanding
trade that I will discuss this evening.

Perhaps no sector of the American
economy is any more dependent on
trade than agriculture. The United
States is the single largest exporter of
ag products in the world. On average,
the crops on one out of three acres in
the United States are exported. Many
commodities are even more dependent
on foreign sales, such as wheat, 1 out of
2 acres is exported; sunflower oil, 3 out
of 4 acres of which is exported. Given
the share of farm income that depends
on foreign markets, American farmers
cannot succeed and prosper without ro-
bust export sales.

Now, unfortunately, the export mar-
ket for agriculture has been anything
but robust. In fact, the value of U.S.
agriculture exports has fallen from $60
billion in 1996 to a projected $49 billion
this year, a decline of nearly 20
percent.

Look at this chart. It tells a very sad
tale. It is a small wonder we have had
that incredible depression in our ag
economy with the export record like
that.

There are several reasons for the de-
cline in export sales. They include the
financial crisis in Asia. Despite signs of
recovery, we continue to see sales lag-
ging in this region, not rehabilitated to
what they were prior to the crisis.
Strong worldwide production has fur-
ther depressed exports and, in turn, de-
pressed the prices for our ag commod-
ities.

In addition to these market forces,
however, American farmers are on the
losing end of export sales because of an
unlevel playing field in the inter-
national market. Around the world,
our American farmers are not just
competing with farmers of other coun-
tries in other parts of the world rel-
ative to their own exports. We are com-
peting against their governments as
well as they subsidize unfairly their ex-
port market.

The crops grown by American farm-
ers face, on average, a tariff rate of 50
percent in foreign markets compared
to just 10 percent on what ag products
face entering our market. With respect
to export subsidies, the European
Union accounts for 85 percent of world
export subsidies.

Just take a look at my second chart
this evening. The blue reflects Euro-
pean exports. Our slender 2 percent
compared to their 85 percent of world
export subsidies reveals just why our
exports are not performing and why
our ag exports are on the losing end of
the present trading situation.

In addition to export subsidies, we
know that state trading enterprises
like the Canadian Wheat Board use
their monopoly status to engage in dis-
criminatory and secretive pricing prac-
tices to undercut U.S. producers.

Now, to build the momentum nec-
essary to tackle these unfair trade
practices, the gentleman from Idaho
(Mr. SIMPSON) and I formed the WTO
Trade Caucus for Farmers and Ranch-
ers. The 50-plus members of our group,
House Members, Senators, Republicans
and Democrats, developed a list for ag-
riculture trade objectives for the up-
coming round including the elimi-
nation of export subsidies, cutting and,
when possible, eliminating tariffs, and
imposing transparency and market dis-
cipline on State trading enterprises.

Our list of objectives was derived
from concerns we have heard from the
farmers we represent as well as the
commodity groups themselves. This
list serves three important purposes.
Going into the Seattle round, it signals
what the United States Congress be-
lieves it must have out of this round.

Now, our views are important be-
cause, unlike other systems where the
Government may cut the deal and that
is the end of it, whatever comes out of
this round will be brought back to Con-
gress for approval, and we intend to
make sure that these objectives are
met.
f

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
FLETCHER). Under a previous order of
the House, the gentleman from Indiana
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